Item No. 6
STAFF SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 17, 2018
6.

RECREATIONAL TAKE OF PURPLE SEA URCHIN (REGULAR RULEMAKING)

Today’s Item

Information ☐

Action ☒

Consider authorizing publication of notice of intent to add Section 29.06 for the recreational
take of purple sea urchin.
Summary of Previous/Future Actions






MRC vetting
Adopted emergency regulations
Today’s notice hearing
Discussion hearing
Adoption hearing

Mar 6, 2018; MRC, Santa Rosa
Apr 18-19, 2018; Ventura
Oct 17, 2018; Fresno
Dec 12-13, 2018; Oceanside
Feb 6-7, 2019; Redding

Background
On Apr 18, 2018, FGC took emergency action to increase the recreational take limit of purple
sea urchin to 20 gallons per day in Sonoma and Mendocino counties, to address the
population growth’s severe negative impact to bull kelp forests and red abalone (see agenda
item 18, this meeting).
Following the emergency action, DFW has not observed any significant improvement to bull
kelp and red abalone, and reports that northern California kelp forests continue to decline.
Because of severe ecosystem decline, the maximum duration of the emergency regulation is
insufficient to ensure that DFW and stakeholders can conduct adequate research to inform
management decisions, necessitating this regular rulemaking.
The proposed regulation would add a new section (29.06), and modify the provisions of the
emergency regulation in three ways:
1.

Increase the daily recreational take limit to 40 gallons;

2.

Apply the take allowance to waters off Humboldt County in addition to Sonoma and
Mendocino counties; and

3.

Include an option to extend the take allowance to waters off Del Norte County.

Based on information collected from recreational harvesting efforts in 2018, doubling the bag
limit from the emergency regulation is not expected to affect the long-term sustainability of the
purple sea urchin population and is expected to create more lasting benefits to the northern
California kelp forest ecosystem. DFW recommends extending the coverage of the higher
recreational take limit to Humboldt County to support bull kelp beds in three counties.
Finally, the regulation would maintain a developing recreational interest in purple sea urchin
and help reduce the effects of an overpopulated species to a vulnerable ecosystem.
Significant Public Comments (N/A)
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Recommendation
FGC staff: Authorize publication of the notice as recommended by DFW.
DFW: Authorize publication of the notice as proposed.
Exhibits
1.

DFW memo, received Oct 4, 2018

Motion/Direction
Moved by _____________ and seconded by _____________ that the Commission authorizes
publication of a notice of its intent to add Section 29.06 related to the recreational take of
purple sea urchin as proposed, including an option to include Del Norte County.
OR
Moved by _____________ and seconded by _____________ that the Commission
authorizes publication of a notice of its intent to add Section 29.06 related to the recreational
take of purple sea urchin as proposed, without an option to include Del Norte County.
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